St. John the Almsgiver (November 12)
Patriarchs in both East and West regularly take the name of one of their predecessors. As a result,
they are generally identified as the second, third or tenth of that name in that see. The Greek Melkite
Patriarch of Alexandria, John V, is an exception to that rule. He is known to history as John the
Almsgiver and is remembered in Byzantine Churches on November 12.
Born in c. 552, John was the son of the governor of Cyprus, so his upbringing was that of an
aristocrat. He married at his father’s behest, although his preference was for a celibate life. His friend and
biographer, Bishop Leontios of Neopolis in Cyprus, wrote that John and his wife lived in continence until
her father demanded that they live as husband and wife. The couple yielded to his demands and
proceeded to have what Leontios called “a bountiful crop” of children. After a time, the children and then
their mother died, leaving John free to live as a celibate devoted to the service of others.
John’s reputation as an extraordinary peacemaker and benefactor of the needy became so widely
known over the following decades, that, still a layman, he was chosen – under pressure from Emperor
Heraclius – to be Patriarch of Alexandria in 609.
The reason for his extreme generosity was only made known after his death by Leontios. One
night when John was 15, he was awakened by a woman “whose face outshone the sun” and identified her
as “the first of the daughters of the King.” She promised, “I will lead you into the presence of the King,
for no one has as free access to Him as I have.” John knew that the King was the sole Compassionate
Lover of mankind and identified this “first daughter” as Compassion. This experience as a teenager set
the course of his life.
As patriarch, John immediately set out to assure daily support to over 7000 poor in his eparchy
whom he called his “helpers.” Questioned by his staff, John replied, “Those whom you call poor and
beggars, these I proclaim my masters and helpers. For they, and they alone, are really able to help us and
bestow upon us the kingdom of heaven.”
To discourage the many administrators and employees in his service from taking bribes or being
influenced by the rich, John increased all their salaries. At the same time he demanded that they never
take a gift from anyone. Leontios notes that “by God’s grace their households so prospered from then on,
that some of them did not even take their additional pay.” He himself refused the many gifts offered by
people seeking advancement, citing Proverbs: “He that is greedy for gain destroys himself, but he who
hates taking gifts shall live.” (15:27)
Alexandria Under Attack
During John’s eleven years as patriarch, his Church was faced with two insurmountable crises:
the Monophysite controversy and the Persian invasion of Egypt. The unity of the Patriarchate of
Alexandria had been ruptured at the fifth-century Council of Chalcedon. The terminology used by this
council in its teaching on the nature of Christ was inconsistent with the language of St Cyril of
Alexandria at the Council of Ephesus a few years earlier. The patriarch of Alexandria, Dioscoros I, who
rejected the teaching of Chalcedon, was deposed and exiled. The council replaced him as patriarch with
one of its adherents, Proterios of Alexandria. Dioscoros’ followers in Egypt continued to recognize him,
as patriarch.
When Dioscoros died in 454, his supporters elected a successor who rejected the teaching of
Chalcedon, while Proterios and his successors supported the council. From this point, there would be two
hierarchies. The majority of the Egyptian Christians followed Dioscoros and his successors; today they
are known as the Coptic Orthodox Church. The Chalcedonians, who followed the successors of Proterios,
are now known as the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa.
As long as Alexandria was ruled by the Byzantine Empire there was conflict (often violent)
between these two groups. John’s predecessors had attempted to enforce the Council of Chalcedon using
the military and had failed. When John became patriarch there were only seven churches in Alexandria
following the doctrine of Chalcedon.
John combated the Monophysites, not with arms but with alms. He was accessible to all and his
liberality was for all, even for those who tried to cheat him. Approached by a beggar, John gave him six
coins. The beggar then changed his clothes and approached him from another street with the same
request. When he tried a third time he was recognized, but John ordered that the man be given twelve

coins: “Perhaps this is my Christ and He is trying me.” As a result his actions were recognized as based
on his profound faith. By the end of John’s patriarchate his seven churches had become seventy.
The Persian Invasion
For most of the first millennium the rival “superpowers” in the Middle East were the
Roman/Byzantine and the Persian Empires. In the early seventh century the Persians advanced through
Syria and by 611 had conquered Syria and parts of Asia Minor.
Many Christians – including a number of bishops and priests - fled from Syria to Egypt. When St John
saw that many of these refugees were in need, he built a number of hostels to house them and paid the
clergy among them as if they were his own.
When Palestine fell to the Persians a few years later, St John mounted a large program of
assistance for the Christians of the Holy Land, and ransomed a large number of captives from the
Persians. Leontios notes that the Persians themselves were impressed by his compassion and generosity
“for even an enemy respects a man’s virtue.”
The Persian armies invaded Egypt in 618 and seized Alexandria the next year, aiming to depose
the prefect and the patriarch. St John took refuge in Cyprus where he survived an assassination attempt
but died in Cyprus in the year 620.
When the Arabs seized control of Egypt in 642, the Greek presence in the country was all but
eliminated and in later years the Chalcedonian patriarchs often resided in Constantinople, where they
adopted the Byzantine rite. It was the arrival of Greek and Syrian Christians in the early nineteenth
century which helped revive Egypt’s Chalcedonian (Byzantine) patriarchate. In the twentieth century the
Greek Orthodox patriarchate expanded through missionary activity into central and southern Africa. It
now has 23 eparchies in countries from Angola to Zimbabwe.
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اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ اﻟ ﱠﺮﺣﯿﻢ ) 12ﺗﺸﺮﯾﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ(
ُ
اﻟﺸﺮق واﻟﻐﺮب ،ﻋﺎدةً ﻣﺎ ﯾﺘّﺨ ُﺬ اﻟﺒﻄﺎرﻛﺔُ اﺳ َﻢ أﺣ ِﺪ أﺳﻼﻓﮭﻢ .ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ،ﯾُﻠﻘﱠﺐُ اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮك ﺑﺎﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮك
ﻓﻲ
ِ
اﻟﺜﱠﺎﻧﻲ أو اﻟﺜﱠﺎﻟﺚ أو اﻟﻌﺎﺷﺮ .ﱠ
ك اﻻﺳﻜﻨﺪر ﱠ
ﻚ
ي اﻟﻤﻠﻜ ّﻲ ،ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ اﻟﺨﺎﻣﺲ ،ﯾُﻌﺘﺒ ُﺮ ﺣﺎﻟﺔً اﺳﺘﺜﻨﺎﺋﯿّﺔً ﻟﺘﻠ َ
ﻟﻜﻦ اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮ َ
اﻟﻘﺎﻋﺪة .ﺗﺎرﯾﺨﯿًّﺎ ،ﯾُﻌ َﺮ ُ
ﻟﻜﻨﺎﺋﺲ اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﯿّ ِﺔ ﻓﻲ  12ﺗﺸﺮﯾﻦ
ﺑﺈﺳﻢ ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ اﻟﺮﱠﺣﻮم ،وﯾُﻌﯿﱠ ُﺪ ﻟﮫُ ﻓﻲ ا
ف
ِ
ِ
اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ/ﻧﻮﻓﻤﺒﺮ.
ﻏﻢ ِﻣﻦ ﺗﻔﻀﯿﻠِﮫ
اﺑﻦ
ﺣﺎﻛﻢ ﻗﺒﺮص .ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻧﺸﺄﺗُﮫ أرﺳﺘﻘﺮاطﯿّﺔ .ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟ ّﺮ ِ
ِ
ُوﻟ َﺪ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨ ِﺔ 552م ِﻣﻦ ِ
ُ
اﻟﻨﯿﻮﺑﻮﻟﻲ
ﻛﺘﺐ ﺻﺪﯾﻘُﮫ وﻛﺎﺗﺐُ ﺳﯿﺮﺗِﮫ،
ﺐ واﻟﺪه.
اﻷﺳﻘﻒ ﻟﯿﻮﻧﺘﯿﻮسُ
َ
ﱡ
ﻟﻠﺤﯿﺎ ِة اﻟﺒﺘﻮﻟﯿّﺔ ،ﺗﺰ ّو َج ﻧﺰوﻻً ﻋﻨ َﺪ طﻠ ِ
طﻠﺐ واﻟ ُﺪھﺎ ْ
أن ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ وزوﺟﺘَﮫ ﻋﺎﺷﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎﻟ ِﺔ اﻟﻌﻔّ ِﺔ إﻟﻰ ْ
ﻓﻲ ﻗﺒﺮص ،ﱠ
ﻛﺰوج وزوﺟﺔ.
أن ﯾﻌﯿﺸﺎ
أن
َ
ٍ
ﻣﻦ
اﺳﺘﺠﺎب اﻟﺰوﺟﺎن ﻟﮭﺬا اﻟﻄﻠﺐ وﺷﺮ َﻋﺎ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺎ ﺳ ّﻤﺎهُ ﻟﯿﻮﻧﺘﯿﻮسُ "ﻣﺤﺼﻮﻻً وﻓﯿﺮًا" َ
َ
ِ
ّ
ﱠس ﺑﻌﻔ ٍﺔﱠ
ً
ﺗﺎرﻛﯿﻦ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﺣ ّﺮا ﻓﻲ ْ
ﺖ ﻗﺼﯿﺮ ،ﺗﻮﻓ َﻲ اﻷطﻔﺎلُ ،وﻣﻦ ﺛ ﱠﻢ ﺗﻮﻓﯿَﺖ أ ﱡﻣﮭﻢ،
َ
اﻷطﻔﺎل .ﺑﻌ َﺪ وﻗ ٍ
أن ﯾﺘﻜﺮ َ
ﻟﺨﺪﻣ ِﺔ اﻵﺧﺮﯾﻦ.
وﻣﺤﺴﻦ ﻟﻠﻤﺤﺘﺎﺟﯿﻦ .ﺣﺘﱠﻰ أﻧﱠﮫ،
اﺳﺘﺜﻨﺎﺋﻲ
ﺳﻼم
ﺻﺎﻧﻊ
ﻛﺮﺟﻞ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺪى اﻟﻌﻘﻮ ِد اﻟﺘﱠﺎﻟﯿﺔ ،اﺷﺘﮭ َﺮ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ
ﱟ
ٍ
ٍ
ٍ
ِ
َ
اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ أﻧﱠﮫ
ك اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨ ِﺔ  ،609ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺿﻐﻂ
وﺗﺤﺖ
اﻹﻣﺒﺮاطﻮر ھﺮﻗﻞ ،ﻗﺪ ﺗ ﱠﻢ اﺧﺘﯿﺎرُه ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮ َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
وﻛﺎ َن ﻻ ﯾﺰا ُل ﻋﻠﻤﺎﻧﯿًّﺎ.
ﻟﻢ ﯾُﻌ َﺮ ْ
طﺮﯾﻖ ﻟﯿﻮﻧﺘﯿﻮس .ﻓﻲ إﺣﺪى اﻟﻠﯿﺎﻟﻲ ،وھﻮ ﻓﻲ
ف ﺳﺒﺐُ ﺳﺨﺎﺋ ِﮫ اﻟ ﱠﺸﺪﯾ ِﺪ إﻻ ﺑﻌ َﺪ وﻓﺎﺗِﮫ ،ﻋﻦ
ِ
ت
اﻟﺴﻦﱢ اﻟﺨﺎﻣﺴ ِﺔ ﻋﺸﺮة ،أﯾﻘﻈ ْﺘﮫ اﻣﺮأةٌ" ،ﯾَﺴﻄ ُﻊ وﺟﮭُﮭﺎ ﻛﺎﻟﺸﻤﺲ" .ﺗﻌﺮ َ
ﱠف ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﱠﮭﺎ "أوﻟﻰ ﺑﻨﺎ ِ
ك أﻣﺎ َم اﻟﻤﻠﻚ ،ﻷﻧﱠﮫ ﻻ أﺣ ٌﺪ ﻟﺪﯾ ِﮫ ﺣﺮﯾﱠﺔُ
ﻋﺮف ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ ﱠ
أن
اﻟﻮﺻﻮل إﻟﯿ ِﮫ ﻣﺜﻠﻲ".
َ
اﻟﻤﻠﻚ" .ﻓﻮﻋﺪﺗﮫ ﻗﺎﺋﻠﺔً" :ﺳﺄﻗﻮد َ
ِ
وأن ھﺬه"اﻻﺑﻨﺔَ اﻷوﻟﻰ" ھ َﻲ اﻟﺮﱠﺣﻤﺔَ .ﺣ ﱠﺪ ْ
ع اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ،اﻟﻤﺤﺐﱡ اﻟﺮﱠﺣﯿ ُﻢ اﻟﻮﺣﯿ ُﺪ ﻟﻠﺒﺸﺮ ،ﱠ
ﻚ ھﻮ ﯾﺴﻮ ُ
دت ھﺬه
اﻟﻤﻠ َ
ﻖ.
اﻟﺘﺠﺮﺑﺔُ ﻣﺴﺎ َر ﺣﯿﺎﺗِﮫ ﻛﻤﺮاھ ٍ
اﻟﯿﻮﻣﻲ ﻷﻛﺜ َﺮ ِﻣﻦ  7000ﻓﻘﯿﺮ ﻓﻲ أﺑﺮﺷﯿّﺘِﮫ
ﻋﻢ
ﺑﺼﻔﺘ ِﮫ ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮ ًﻛﺎ ،ﻗﺎ َم ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﱢ
ﻣﯿﻦ اﻟ ﱠﺪ ِ
اﻟﻔﻮر ﺑﺘﺄ ِ
ِ
اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﺗﺴ ّﻤﻮﻧﮭﻢ ﻓﻘﺮا َء
ﻚ
"ﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ ﻟﮭﻢ" .ردًا ﻋﻠﻰ ﺳﺆال أﺣ ِﺪ ﻣﻮظﱠﻔﯿﮫ،
اﻟﺬﯾﻦ اﻋﺘﺒ َﺮھﻢ
َ
أﺟﺎب ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ" :أوﻟﺌ َ
َ
َ
َ
ً
ُ
ّ
وﻣﻨﺤﻨﺎ ﻣﻠﻜﻮت اﻟ ﱠﺴﻤﺎء".
ﻗﺎدرون ﺣﻘﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪﺗِﻨﺎ
وﻣﺘﺴ ّﻮﻟﯿﻦ ،أﻋﻠِﻨُﮭﻢ أﺳﯿﺎدي وﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪيﱠ .ھﻢ وﺣﺪھﻢ
َ
ِ
اﻟﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ رﺷﺎوى أو اﻟﺘﺄﺛّ ِﺮ
ﻣﻦ
ّﯿﻦ واﻟﻤﻮظﻔﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺧﺪﻣﺘ ِﮫ َ
ﻣﻦ اﻹدارﯾ َ
ﻟﻜﻲ ﯾﻤﻨ َﻊ اﻟﻌﺪﯾ َﺪ َ
ِ
ﻗﺒﻮل أﯾّﺔَ ھﺪﯾ ٍﺔ ِﻣﻦ أيﱢ ﺷﺨﺺ .وﯾﺸﯿ ُﺮ
طﻠﺐ ﻣﻨﮭﻢ ﻋﺪ َم
ﻧﻔﺴﮫ،
َ
ﺖ ِ
ﺑﺎﻷَﻏﻨﯿﺎء ،زا َد ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ رواﺗﺒَﮭﻢ .ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗ ِ
ِ
ْ
ﯾﺘﻘﺎض ﺑﻌﻀُﮭﻢ اﻟﻤﻨﺤﺔَ
ﻚ اﻟﺤﯿﻦ .ﻛﻤﺎ ﻟﻢ
"ﺑﻔﻀﻞ ﻧﻌﻤ ِﺔ ﷲ،
ﻟﯿﻮﻧﺘﯿﻮسُ إﻟﻰ أﻧّﮫ
ازدھﺮت أﺳﺮُھﻢ ِﻣﻦ ذﻟ َ
َ
ِ
ﱠﺎﻋﻮن إﻟﻰ ﺗﺮﻗﯿﱠ ٍﺔ
رﻓﺾ اﻟﮭﺪاﯾﺎ اﻟﻌﺪﯾﺪةَ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻗ ﱠﺪ َﻣﮭﺎ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسُ اﻟﺴ
اﻟﻤﺎﻟﯿﱠﺔَ اﻹﺿﺎﻓﯿﱠﺔ" .أﻛﺜﺮ ِﻣﻦ ذﻟﻚ ،ھﻮ ﻧﻔﺴﮫُ ﻗﺪ
َ
َ
ﺐ ﯾُ َﻜ ﱢﺪ ُر ﺑﯿﺘَﮫ ،واﻟﻜﺎرهُ اﻟﮭﺪاﯾﺎ ﯾَﻌﯿﺶ" ).(27 :15
ﻣﺎ ،ﻣﺴﺘﺸﮭﺪًا
ﺑﺴﻔﺮ اﻷﻣﺜﺎل" :اﻟﻤﻮﻟ ُﻊ ﺑﺎﻟﻜﺴ ِ
ِ
اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾﺔُ ﺗﺤﺖَ اﻟﮭﺠﻮم
ْ
ﯿﻦ ﻣﺴﺘﻌﺼﯿﱠﺘَﯿﻦ
ت اﻷﺣﺪ ﻋﺸﺮ ِﻣﻦ ﺧﺪﻣ ِﺔ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﻛﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮك،
ﺧﻼ َل اﻟﺴﻨﻮا ِ
واﺟﮭﺖ ﻛﻨﯿﺴﺘُﮫ أزﻣﺘَ ِ
ﻣﺠﻤﻊ
اﻟﻘﺮن اﻟﺨﺎﻣﺲ ،وﻓﻲ
اﻟﻔﺎرﺳﻲ ﻟﻤﺼﺮ .ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ اﻟﻮاﺣﺪة واﻟﻐﺰو
وھﻤﺎ :اﻟﻨﻘﺎشُ ﺣﻮ َل طﺒﯿﻌ ِﺔ
ﱢ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ْ
ُ
ق اﻟ ّﺸﻘﺎ ُ
اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻊ ﺣﻮ َل طﺒﯿﻌ ِﺔ
ﻣﺼﻄﻠﺤﺎت ھﺬا
ﺗﻌﺎرﺿﺖ
ق وﺣ َﺪةَ ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿﱠ ِﺔ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّﺔ.
ﺧﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿﺔ ،ﻣ ﱠﺰ َ
ِ
ﺲ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪر ﱠ
ت ﻗﻠﯿﻠﺔ ﻣﻨﮫ .ﻟﻘﺪ
ي اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻌﻤﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﻤﻊ
أﻓﺴﺲ اﻟﻤﻨﻌﻘﺪ ﻗﺒ َﻞ ﺳﻨﻮا ٍ
َ
ﯾﺲ ﻛﯿﺮﻟّ َ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﻣﻊ ﻟ ﱠﻐ ِﺔ اﻟﻘ ّﺪ ِ
ﺗ ّﻤﺖ إﻗﺎﻟﺔُ ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮ ُ
رﻓﺾ ﺗﻌﺎﻟﯿ َﻢ ﺧﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿﺔ .اﺳﺘﺒﺪﻟﮫُ اﻟﻤﺠﻤ ُﻊ
ك اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّﺔ دﯾﻮﺳﻜﻮروسُ اﻷ ّول وﻧﻔﯿُﮫ إذ أﻧﱠﮫ
َ
ﺑﺮوﺗﯿﺮﯾﻮس اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪريّ ،ﻏﯿ َﺮ ﱠ
ﺑﺎﻻﻋﺘﺮاف
دﯾﻮﺳﻜﻮروس ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼ َﺮ اﺳﺘﻤﺮﱠوا
أن أﺗﺒﺎ َع
ﺑﺄﺣ ِﺪ أﺗﺒﺎﻋﮫ وھﻮ
َ
َ
ِ
ﺑ ِﮫ ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮ ًﻛﺎ.
رﻓﺾ ﺗﻌﻠﯿ َﻢ ﺧﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿﺔ ،ﻓﻲ
اﻧﺘﺨﺐ ﻣﺆﯾّﺪوه ﺧﻠﯿﻔﺔً ﻟﮫُ َﻣﻦ
ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﺗﻮﻓ َﻲ دﯾﻮﺳﻜﻮروسُ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨ ِﺔ ،454
َ
َ
ﺣﯿﻦ ّ
اﻟﻜﺮﺳﻲ
ت اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻊ .ﺑﺬﻟﻚُ ،و ِﺟ َﺪ ھﺮﻣﺎن ﻋﻠﻰ
أن
َ
ﺑﺮوﺗﯿﺮﯾﻮس وﺧﻠﻔﺎ َءه ﺑﻘَﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ دﻋ ِﻤﮭﻢ ﻟﻤﻘﺮﱠرا ِ
ﱢ

ُﻌﺮﻓﻮن اﻟﯿﻮ َم
دﯾﻮﺳﻜﻮروس وﺧﻠﻔﺎ َءه ،وھﻢ ﻣﺎ ﯾ
ﱢﯿﻦ
َ
ّﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺼﺮﯾ َ
اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﻲ اﻻﺳﻜﻨﺪريّ .اﺗّﺒ َﻊ ﻏﺎﻟﺒﯿﱠﺔُ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺤﯿ َ
َ
ﱢ
ّ
ﺑﺎﺳﻢ
ﻮن
ّﻮن ،اﻟﺬﯾﻦ اﺗﺒﻌﻮا ﺧﻠﻔﺎ َء ﺑﺮوﺗﯿﺮﯾﻮس ،ﻓﯿُﻌﺮﻓ َ
ﺑﺎﻟﻜﻨﯿﺴ ِﺔ اﻟﻘﺒﻄﯿّ ِﺔ اﻷرﺛﻮذﻛﺴﯿّﺔ .أ ّﻣﺎ اﻟﺨﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿ َ
ِ
وﺳﺎﺋﺮ أﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ.
ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿّ ِﺔ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّ ِﺔ اﻷرﺛﻮذﻛﺴﯿّ ِﺔ
ِ
َ
ھﺎﺗﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺘﯿﻦ،
ﺑﯿﻦ
ﺣﻜﻢ اﻹﻣﺒﺮاطﻮرﯾّ ِﺔ اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﯿّﺔ ،ﻓﻲ
طﺎﻟﻤﺎ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّﺔُ،
ﺻﺮاع َ
ﺗﺤﺖ ِ
ِ
ٍ
ﻣﺠﻤﻊ ﺧﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿﺔَ
ُ
اﻟﺠﯿﺶ وﻟﻜﻨﱠﮭﻢ ﻓﺸﻠﻮا.
ﺑﺎﺳﺘﺨﺪام
ض ﺗﻌﺎﻟﯿﻢ
ﻛﺎن ﻋﻨﯿﻔًﺎ .ﺣﺎو َل
وﻏﺎﻟﺒًﺎ ﻣﺎ َ
أﺳﻼف ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ ﻓﺮْ َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ك ﺳﺒ ُﻊ ﻛﻨﺎﺋﺲ ﻓﻲ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّﺔ ﺗﺘﺒ ُﻊ ﻋﻘﯿﺪةَ ﺧﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿﺔ.
ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ أﺻﺒ َﺢ ﯾﻮﺣﻨّﺎ ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮ ًﻛﺎ ،ﻛﺎن ھﻨﺎ َ
ﻣﺘﻨﺎول اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ
ّﻼح ﺑﻞ ﺑﺎﻟﺼﱠﺪﻗﺎت .ﻛﺎن ﻓﻲ
ﺣﺎرب ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﻣﺆﯾّﺪي طﺒﯿﻌ ِﺔ
َ
ِ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ اﻟﻮاﺣﺪة ،ﻻ ﺑﺎﻟﺴ ِ
ِ
ﻓﺄﺣﺴﻦ إﻟﯿﮫ
ﻣﺘﺴﻮ ٌل
وﻣﻨﻔﺘﺤًﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ ،ﺣﺘﱠﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ َﻣﻦ ﺣﺎو َل ﺧﺪا َﻋﮫ .ﻣﺜﺎ ٌل ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟﻚ ،ﯾﻮ ًﻣﺎ ﻣﺎ واﻓﺎه
َ
ﱢ
ﻧﻔﺴﮫ .ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﺣﺎو َل ﻣ ّﺮةً
ﺷﺎرع
ﻣﻼﺑﺴﮫ وواﻓﺎه ِﻣﻦ
ﱢﯿﺮ
ﺑﺴﺘّﺔ
ﺐ ِ
آﺧﺮ ﺑﺎﻟﻄﱠﻠ ِ
ِ
ٍ
ﻗﻄﻊ ﻧﻘﺪﯾّﺔ .ﺛﻢ ﻗﺎ َم اﻟﻤﺘﺴ ّﻮ ُل ﺑﺘﻐﯿ ِ
ٍ
ٍ
ﻟﻜﻦ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﺎ أﻣ َﺮ ْ
ﺛﺎﻟﺜﺔ ،ﻓُﻀ َﺢ أﻣﺮُه ،ﱠ
ﻣﺴﯿﺤﻲ
ﺑﺄن ﯾُﻌﻄﻰ اﻟﺮﱠﺟ ُﻞ اﺛﻨﺘﻲ ﻋﺸﺮ ﻗﻄﻌﺔً ﻧﻘﺪﯾّﺔ ﻗﺎﺋﻼً" :رﺑّﻤﺎ ھﻮ
ﱞ
ُ
ﺑﺤﻠﻮل ﻧﮭﺎﯾ ِﺔ ﻣ ّﺪ ِة
أﺳﺎس إﯾﻤﺎﻧ ِﮫ اﻟﻌﻤﯿﻖ.
اﻹﻋﺘﺮاف ﺑﺄﻓﻌﺎﻟ ِﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻚ اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ اﻟﺤﻜﯿﻤﺔ ،ﺗ ّﻢ
ﯾﺨﺘﺒﺮﻧﻲ" .ﻧﺘﯿﺠﺔً ﻟﺘﻠ َ
ِ
ِ
ﻛﻨﺎﺋﺴﮫ ﺳﺒﻌﺔ وﺳﺒﻌﯿﻦ.
ﺑﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿّ ِﺔ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ،أﺻﺒ َﺢ ﻋﺪ ُد
ِ
اﻟﻐﺰو اﻟﻔﺎرﺳ ّﻲ
ُ
ﺖ "اﻟﻘﻮى اﻟﻌﻈﻤﻰ" ،اﻹﻣﺒﺮاطﻮرﯾّﺘﺎن اﻟﺮوﻣﺎﻧﯿّﺔ/اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﯿّﺔ
ﻓﻲ
ﻣﻌﻈﻢ اﻷﻟﻔﯿّ ِﺔ اﻷوﻟﻰ ،ﻛﺎﻧ ِ
ِ
اﻟﻘﺮن اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻊ ،ﺗﻘ ّﺪ َم اﻟﻔﺮسُ ﻋﺒ َﺮ ﺳﻮرﯾﺎ .وﻓﻲ
أواﺋﻞ
ﺮق اﻷوﺳﻂ .ﻓﻲ
ِ
ِ
واﻟﻔﺎرﺳﯿّﺔ ،ﻣﺘﻨﺎﻓﺴﺔً ﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﯿﻨﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟ ﱠﺸ ِ
ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ ﺳﻨﺔ َ 611ﻏﺰوا ﺳﻮرﯾﺎ وأﺟﺰا ًء ِﻣﻦ آﺳﯿﺎ اﻟﺼﻐﺮى.
ﻣﻦ اﻷﺳﺎﻗﻔ ِﺔ واﻟﻜﮭﻨﺔِ ،ﻣﻦ ﺳﻮرﯾﺎ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺼﺮ .ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ رأى
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺤﯿﱢﯿﻦ ،و ِﻣﻦ ﺑﯿﻨﮭﻢ ﻋﺪ ٌد َ
ﻓ ﱠﺮ اﻟﻌﺪﯾ ُﺪ َ
اﻟﻘ ّﺪﯾﺲُ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﱠ
رواﺗﺐ
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺴﺎﻛﻦ ﻹﯾﻮاﺋ ِﮭﻢ و َدﻓ َﻊ
أن اﻟﻌﺪﯾ َﺪ ِﻣﻦ ھﺆﻻ ِء
اﻟﻼﺟﺌﯿﻦ ﻛﺎﻧﻮا ﻣﻌ َﻮزﯾﻦ ،ﺑﻨﻰ ﻋﺪدًا َ
َ
َ
ﺗﺎﺑﻌﯿﻦ ﻟﮫ.
اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﻛﻤﺎ ﻟﻮ ﻛﺎﻧﻮا
رﺟﺎل
َ
ِ
ِ
ْ
ُ
ﻓﻠﺴﻄﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ أﯾﺪي اﻟﻔﺮس ،ﻗ ّﺪ َم اﻟﻘ ّﺪﯾﺲُ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ ﺑﺮﻧﺎﻣﺠًﺎ ﻛﺒﯿﺮًا
ﺳﻘﻄﺖ
ت ﻗﻠﯿﻠﺔ ،وﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ
ﺑﻌ َﺪ ﺳﻨﻮا ٍ
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻔﺮس .ﯾﺸﯿ ُﺮ ﻟﯿﻮﻧﺘﯿﻮسُ
ﻣﻦ اﻷﺳﺮى َ
ّﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ اﻷراﺿﻲ اﻟﻤﻘ ّﺪﺳﺔ ،واﻓﺘﺪى ﻋﺪدًا ﻛﺒﯿﺮًا َ
ﻟﻤﺴﺎﻋﺪ ِة اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺤﯿ َ
ُ
إﻟﻰ ّ
اﻟﻔﺮس أﻧﻔ َﺴﮭﻢ أﻋﺠﺒﻮا ﺑﺘﺤﻨﱢﻨﮫ وﺳﺨﺎﺋِﮫ "إذ ﱠ
أن اﻟﻌﺪ ﱠو ﯾﺤﺘﺮ ُم اﻟﺮﱠﺟ ُﻞ اﻟﻔﺎﺿﻞ".
أن
َ
ْ
ﺑﮭﺪف
اﺳﺘﻮﻟﺖ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾّ ِﺔ
ت اﻟﺠﯿﻮشُ اﻟﻔﺎرﺳﯿّﺔُ ﻣﺼ َﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻨ ِﺔ  .618ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم اﻟﺘﱠﺎﻟﻲ،
ِ
ﻏﺰ ِ
ُ
ﺣﯿﺚ ﻧﺠﺎ ِﻣﻦ ﻣﺤﺎوﻟ ِﺔ اﻏﺘﯿﺎل ،ﻟﻜﻨّﮫُ ﺗﻮﻓ َﻲ
ﻗﺒﺮص
َﺧ ْﻠ ِﻊ اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻓﻆ واﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮك .وﻗﺪ ﻟﺠﺄ َ اﻟﻘ ّﺪﯾﺲُ ﯾﻮﺣﻨﱠﺎ اﻟﻰ
َ
ھﻨﺎك ﻓﻰ ﻋﺎم .620
اﻟﯿﻮﻧﺎﻧﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﻼد .ﻓﻲ
ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  ،642وﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ اﺳﺘﻮﻟﻰ اﻟﻌﺮبُ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺼ َﺮ ،ﺗ ﱠﻢ اﻟﻘﻀﺎ ُء ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻮﺟﻮ ِد
ﱢ
اﻟﻄﻘﻮس
ﻣﻌﺘﻤﺪﯾﻦ
ت اﻟﻼﺣﻘﺔ ،ﻏﺎﻟﺒًﺎ ﻣﺎ أﻗﺎ َم ﺑﻄﺎرﻛﺔُ اﻻﺳﻜﻨﺪرﯾﺔ اﻟﺨﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿّﻮن ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺴﻄﻨﻄﯿﻨﯿّﺔ،
َ
َ
اﻟ ﱠﺴﻨﻮا ِ
ﻲ
اﻟﻘﺮن
أواﺋﻞ
اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﯿّﺔ .ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺘﺎﺳﻊ ﻋﺸﺮ ،ﺷ ﱠﻜ َﻞ وﺻﻮ ُل اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺤﯿﯿّﻦ اﻟﯿﻮﻧﺎﻧﯿّﯿﻦ واﻟﺴﻮرﯾّﯿﻦ اﻟﻌﺎﻣ َﻞ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺴ ﱠ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ﺖ
ﻓﻲ ﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪ ِة إﺣﯿﺎ ِء اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿّﺔ اﻟﻤﺼﺮﯾّﺔ اﻟﺨﻠﻘﯿﺪوﻧﯿّﺔ )اﻟﺒﯿﺰﻧﻄﯿﺔ( .ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻘﺮن اﻟﻌﺸﺮﯾﻦ ،ﺗﻮﺳّﻌ ِ
ِ
ب أﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ .اﻟﯿﻮم ،ﺗﺘﺸ ﱠﻜ ُﻞ
اﻟﻨﺸﺎط اﻟﺘﺒﺸﯿﺮيﱢ ﻓﻲ
ﺧﻼل
اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿّﺔُ اﻷرﺛﻮذﻛﺴﯿّﺔُ اﻟﯿﻮﻧﺎﻧﯿّﺔُ ِﻣﻦ
وﺳﻂ وﺟﻨﻮ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ھﺬه اﻟﺒﻄﺮﯾﺮﻛﯿﱠﺔ ِﻣﻦ  23أﺑﺮﺷﯿّﺔ ﻣﻤﺘ ﱠﺪة ِﻣﻦ أﻧﻐﻮﻻ إﻟﻰ زﻣﺒﺎﺑﻮي.
اﻟﺪﯾﻨﻲ ﻟﻠﺮو ِم اﻟ َﻤﻠﻜﯿﯿﻦ )ﻧﯿﻮﺗِﻦ ،اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺎتُ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة(
اﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻢ
ﺐ
ُﻣ
ٌ
ﻘﺘﺒﺲ ِﻣﻦ ﻣﻜﺘ ِ
ِ
ﱢ

